To: Johnson, AlishalJohnson.Alisha@epa.gov}

Cc: Davis, Alison[Davis.Alison@epa.gov]; Eoc, Epahq[Eoc.Epahg@epa.gov]
From: Smith, Bonnie

Sent: Fri 1/10/2014 6:53:47 PM

Subject: Green wire (1-10) Feds to probe W.Va. chemical spill; 200,000 without water

From: Seneca, Roy

Sent: Friday, January 10, 2014 12:47:40 PM

To: Garvin, Shawn; Early, William; Ryan, Daniel; duteau, helen; D'Andrea, Michael; White, Terri-
A; Smith, Bonnie; Sternberg, David; Seneca, Roy; Heron, Donna; Ferrell, Mark; Miller, Linda;
Matlock, Dennis; Heston, Gerald; Burns, Francis; Wright, Dave; Melvin, Karen; Hodgkiss, Kathy;
Capacasa, Jon; damm, thomas; Mulkey, Marcia; Smith, William (Region 3)

Subject: Greenwire (1-10) Feds to probe W.Va. chemical spill; 200,000 without water

Feds to probe W.Va. chemical spill; 200,000
without water

Jason Plautz, E&E reporter
Published: Friday, January 10, 2014

The U.S. attorney in West Virginia said his office and other federal officials have opened an
investigation into a spill of a chemical used in coal production into the Elk River that has
effectively shut down Charleston, W.Va., the state's capital.

The White House and the state government have declared a state of emergency and hundreds of
thousands of Charleston residents have been ordered not to drink tap water after the spill tainted
supplies. The leak of 4-methylcyclohexane methanol, or MCHM, has left some 200,000 people

across nine counties without drinking water and has closed schools, businesses and government
offices.

U.S. attorney Booth Goodwin said in a news release today that the office had opened an
investigation into the release and would determine both the cause and whatever action should be
taken.

"Yesterday's release of a potentially dangerous chemical into our water supply has put hundreds
of thousands of West Virginians at risk, severely disrupted our region's economy and upended
people's daily lives," Goodwin said.

According to reports, regulators suspect that the chemical is coming from a leaking storage unit

owned by Charleston-based Freedom Industries Inc., a specialty chemical producer. The tank is
located at a storage facility just a mile north of the intake of a water treatment plant.
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Officials have still not determined the full extent of the leak, which was discovered yesterday.

With limited supplies of bottled water, many stores ran out quickly and residents are waiting on
new shipments and water trucks expected this afternoon. In a statement, Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin
(D) urged residents to not use tap water for drinking, cooking, washing or bathing, adding "right

now, our priorities are our hospitals, nursing homes and schools."

President Obama joined Tomblin in 1ssuing an emergency declaration, freeing up federal aid and
assistance to the state.

MCHM can cause irritation of the skin and eyes, and prolonged exposure can cause headaches
and difficulty breathing. It 1s primarily used to separate coal particles in coal production.
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